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End of school year report 

December is the end of the academic year in Kenya 
and that means a Christmas party at the school and a 
graduation and sausages and chips and bouncy castle! 
And probably in that order. 

 

It also means we start searching for former pupils who 
have finished their primary school aged 14 so left us in 
about 2009, and are looking to progress to GCSE’s and 
‘A’ Levels. Because the children have no real fixed 
home they may have moved with their carer to 
another location – anywhere that will provide work.  

The elections (plural)  have featured on our UK news 
but have been the main topic of conversation in Kenya 
for the whole year. After the original election we have 
had the rerun and there have been disputes about 
validity of the result. The inquest into the legality of 
the result continues and we don’t seem to be close to 
a conclusion, but at least the violence has been 
limited compared to previous years.  

Thank you for your continuing support in 2017 – we 
are making great progress and we are learning year 
by year how best to support these children and their 
families.  

Graham Palfrey a legacy and a second 
school 

The last month has been very eventful as in late 
October we were notified of a bequest of £70,000. 
This has come, out of the blue and from someone 
who we trustees have never met, who was given a 
copy of the newsletter by one of our supporters. Sadly 
this all happened when he was in the final stages of 
his life, but he was clear he wanted to support us from 
his estate.  

Graham Palfrey, a successful Pharmacist, died in 2014. 
Graham had requested that his legacy should be used 
towards charitable projects that would benefit 
persons with specific needs, including education.    

Graham had a working class 
background and was the first 
in his family to achieve a 
degree. He recognised the 
importance of education and 
the benefit and opportunity it 
can bring. The executor of the 
estate Don Gillander said “I 
had informed Graham of your 
charity and he recognised the 

legacy which your work will leave through 
improving the future of the Kenyan children”. 

This gave the trustees a difficult week or two while we 
considered what we might do. We looked at 
extending the school in Nairobi but we do not have 
room and acquiring land in Nairobi and building again 
exceeded the available funds, so we decided to 
pursue a second school – this time in Western Kenya 
near Lake Victoria.  

For some time, we have been journeying with 
Lakeside Baptist Church who recently achieved 
sponsored status with Compassion (see 
compassionuk.com) and this has opened the way to a 
new school where the teachers’ costs are covered by 
Compassion. The church has land to build on and we 
can therefore launch a second school on the same 
lines but with less capital and fewer overheads.  
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Steve has travelled to Western Kenya (early 
December) to set up a project plan and we will make 
sure you are kept fully in the picture of this exciting 
development. There is some information on the 
website under the tab Mahali Rusinga 

Children 

We started the year with the highest ever intake 
adding 40 children to make 94 children in all, finally 
reaching the potential that the building extension 
offers.  

 

We ended the year with 24 graduating (a record) and 
will aim to recruit 40 children in January when we 
resume. 

Teachers 

You will know from our earler newsletter that we are 
in a transition with the departure of Leah, Lucy and 
Gorete in the last twelve months and we have new 
teachers settling in. Our new head teacher Nancy 
seems to be a brilliant find although we miss the 
familiar faces. We look forward to seeing her 
leadership raise standards. 

Nurses 

Our funding of nurses continues and we are looking 
for some new former pupils to sponsor.  

 

 

 

Finances 

We have a new treasurer – Chris Blount one of our 
new trustees is taking on the role from Steve.  

We will end the year with a larger than usual credit 
balance and significant cash at bank from the bequest.  

Your contributions and ongoing support will continue 
to be needed for our running costs which remain at 
about £30,000 per annum.  

With thanks 

Steve,  

On behalf of Chris, Ed, Ellen, Emma, Emily, Leanne, 
Linda and Rachel  

 

 

 

Trips planned February and May if you are interested 
let us know 


