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Graduation and Food Parcels

Ellen and I have just returned from a week at the school
and had the joy of being present for the graduation of 23
children on November 21st. They all have places in
primary schools to start in January.

We expect that 30 to 40 new children will start in
January, and the teachers will be conducting home visits
to enrol from January 6th. The graduation party was a
fun day with food, singing, bouncy castle, face painting,
puppets, clowns and of course Father Christmas who
distributed sweets.

We have learnt that giving gifts to the children is not as
beneficial as distributing a food parcel. We therefore
give each family a bag containing oil, flour, maize, salt,
tea, a small pack of biscuits, sugar, soap and some
margarine. 78 parcels were prepared and these were
distributed to the children and all staff.

Two
former
pupils
from
2002

attended the party, they are now 19 and 18. James
Odhiambo has modified his ambition to be a pilot and is
studying accountancy, as is Joyce. James made a speech

to the parents to encourage them in sending their
children to the school. A proud moment seen here.

Childhood relived (for Steve)

As a child I had hours of fun making, mending and riding
a go kart. I met a local carpenter, described the concept
and in 48 hours he produced this.

The children
loved it (and I
did too).  We
have ordered a
second car.

Mbita Village and school number 2

Mbita is a small
fishing village on
the shores of
Lake Victoria in
Western Kenya
where HIV aids
prevalence
exceeds 40%.

For 4 years we have been corresponding with a church
pastor in Mbita who oversees a new pre-primary school
like ours from very basic accommodation in the church
hall. A year ago we sent £2,000 to pay for 2 wood and
corrugated iron classrooms to be built to meet growing
demand. Ellen and I visited and presented the end of
term awards at their closing day on November 14th.
They work with ages 5 to 8 and plan to extend the age
range of the children year by year.
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This was
special, but
different to
the school in
Nairobi and we
are thinking
about how we
can help them
further. For

example; they have very few desks and chairs and they
are unable to feed the children at the school.

Enterprise

The group of mums that sew have moved to a new
location which is a converted shipping container in the

grounds of the school.

We will be supplying an
electricity power line to
the container in February
when we visit, but for
now it works well as the
treadle sowing machines
are ideal. They are
making clothing for the
girls and will start making
boys shirts soon too.
They have also been

doing a lot of bead work. Enclosed with this news letter
is an example of their work. This project was made
possible with the help of Lloyds TSB. Thanks also to
Robert Tate.

Teacher Helen

Helen has been with us since
about 2008 and is leaving to take
up a role in the state school in
her home village. Although this is
very sad for us we have already
found a replacement. Gorret
started this term so that she
understood the ropes before
Helen left. Kenya gains from this,
even if we lose a bit. Helen’s
contribution has been enormous

and we were privileged to be there for her farewell.

Next visit February 2015

If you are interested in coming at any time do let me
know, it’s not too late.

For those who have bought TOMS shoes we can confirm
a number of our children are wearing them and we have
no idea how, but wonderful to see this happening. We
also have a box of 60 to give out to the children.

IT Lessons

We have a Head of
IT who delights in
the name Fatty!
He is great with the
kids and is as thin
as a rake so we

have no idea where the name emanates from. He is
using basic software recommended by UK primary
school teachers to encourage learning and to prepare
children for the digital age in Africa.

Buildings

Rachel Price came with us on
this trip and used her graphic
design skills to make the
building more interesting.

Finances

Our finances remain strong
thanks to your support and we

have good reports from past pupils, nurses and
secondary education sponsored children.

It is interesting to see how much the school is becoming
part of the community and the range of activities for
children and parents is expanding. We appreciate your
financial support; we simply couldn’t do it without you.

Steve,

On behalf of Ellen, Linda and Leanne, UK Trustees


