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		Dear  
 
Its 6 months since the last newsletter and I hope you will welcome an update. I have included some thoughts about next steps as well as the usual articles on the children, staff and fund raising. I am always pleased to hear from supporters so do call me or write if you have any views or questions
 
God Bless,
 

Steve Price
0116 212 0679 




		[bookmark: LETTER.BLOCK6]70 Children - 5 Days a week  
It used to be 35 children 3 days a week that’s 105 school days now its 70 children 5 days a week, that’s 350 school days a week, so a lot more children are enjoying a great start to their education in a school with a loving family feel. 
 
Its been a big change for the staff who have found three classes with progression on ability not age a real benefit. The Montessori method continues to serve us well and staff have had additional input and training from Shruti Shah a Montessori teacher based in Nairobi and Christine Orono who is providing coaching and support. About 15 to 20 of these children will progress to the state system annually. 
 
The staff have recently conducted home visits as part of an ongoing programme of overall support and care and some of the pictures here bring home the harsh reality of life for these children. This is a typical family set up - a sole parent and a simple one roomed dwelling without water, or power.
[image: Home visit] 
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	11 off to school  
 
In January, 11 children made the transition to the state system. We provide uniforms a school bag and new shoes as you can see. But more than this they go with a basic education and lots of self confidence
 
 
Its ok you'll grow into it!  
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	Farewell Margaret  
I was going to call this hands off America for reasons that will become apparent. 
 
Margaret has been with us since the start nearly 10 years ago and recently entered and won the US green card lottery.  Margaret left us with great sadness. Here is a picture taken in the early days that shows just how far we have come. 
 
So thanks Obama! huge loss to us and your gain but don't do it again please. Margaret was loved by all the children and the staff and we wish her well in her new start.
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	Jewellery making not the only Marathon  
 
This is Wendy Prideax who has just completed the London Marathon in aid of the school - our second marathon runner - who's next?
 
Thanks Wendy. 
 
 
 
 


[image: Jewels]
 
Debra woods continues her own Marathon by making jewellery and selling pieces in aid of the school. Debra has been doing this for a number of years and is a regular contributor. Thanks Debra. 
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	What Next?  
 
Some of you will know that we really want to get the school to be self sustaining. This is a dream but we are on the way. First we decided we would have some fee paying students given the local enthusiasm for this and we had a meeting with the parents to explain our aim. They understand, and in a very wonderful and unprompted move they have all responded by making a contribution of about Ksh150 - £1.25 per term towards the cost of food. 
While the sums may be small to us its huge to them. One day we hope that the fee paying parents will cover the cost of their child and one other child so ultimately we could have a self funded school with 70 paying and 70 needy children. This would free our fundraising sources to build a second school. Let me know what you think?
 
As an aside we now grow all our own vegetables which has two spin offs - one financial and the other a learning for the children. The picture is of one corner and of our vertical gardens
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	10 Visitors in July 2010 
A group of 10 people from Oadby Baptist church will be visiting in July assisting the teaching staff and introducing the children to lots of new songs and fun and games running some of the sessions at the start of day on the theme of David and Goliath. We will also be building a playhouse adjacent to the playground and doing some basic repairs to the property.
 


[bookmark: LETTER.BLOCK12]
	Finances 
Our running costs are about £18,000 per annum and we have a reserve of about 6 months which is great. We couldn't do it without your support and we don’t take it for granted so a big thank you. 
 
There has been a dip in giving in recent times but we haven’t lost any of our regular supporters so thank you for staying with us in this work.
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	That's All for now 
 
As always let us know what you think and stay in touch
Asante Sana from the children
 
Steve
0116 212 0679
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